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Hence -| of the weight of nitrous gas evolved is the weight of oxygen combined. It sometimes happens however that the nitrous gas is partly or wholly retained by the residue of nitric acid; but in this case the oxymuriate of lime can be applied to convert the nitrous gas into nitric acid, and from the oxygen imbibed the quantity of nitrous gas may be inferred.
1. Oxide of Gold.
Some difficulties have been found in ascertaining both the number and proportions of the oxides of gold; hence the differences in the results of authors.
Gold does not burn by exposure to heat, hut gold leaf and gold wire may be deflagrated by electricity and galvanism; a purple powder is the product, which is considered by some as the protoxide of gold j but others, after Macquer and Proust, conceive with greater probability that this powder is nothing but gold reduced to its ultimate division. Solutions of gold which are of a fine yellow, give a purple stain ; and gold deoxidized by green sulphate of iron is precipitated blue, which precipitate gradually assumes a yellow colour as the particles become